























LOST BLACK CHURCHES IN TORONTO

GRANT AME CHURCH

YORK + RICHMOND STREETS
1841-1925

This location on Richmond Street was initially occupied by an African Baptist
Chapel from 1834 to 1841 until the congregation erected a different building at the
northeast corner of Victoria and Queen Streets, officially establishing it as the First
Baptist Church (see page 10).?

The site was then purchased for the construction of the Grant African Methodist
Episcopal (AME) Church, which may have begun as early as 1838.°> The Grant AME

congregation occupied this site until 1892. The building remained vacant between
1892 and 1902. From 1902 to 1907, the Woltz Manufacturing Company, a picture
and room mouldings company that operated at buildings nearby used the chapel
for their company.

In 1907, the property began to be occupied by the Chinese Church. In 1913, the
City of Toronto fire insurance maps show that a northern extension was added to
the original brick building. By 1919, city directories listed both the Chinese Church
and the Christ Church at the same address. By 1925, it appears the building was
demolished.

In 1912, the Grant AME congregation relocated north to the intersection of
University Avenue and Elm Street.* The Grant AME Church congregation later again
moved to Soho Street in 1929, west of their previous location and again in 1991 to
the east, to Gerrard Street East where the Grant AME church continues to reside
today.?
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LOST BLACK CHURCHES IN TORONTO

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
VICTORIA + QUEEN STREETS

1841-1905

In 1841, the African Baptists, also referred to by Robertson's Landmarks of
Toronto as the First Baptist Church, erected a building at the northeast corner of
Victoria Street and Queen Street.® The church was founded in 1826 by a group of
twelve formerly enslaved labourers.” Before acquiring the location at Victoria
Street and Queen Street, the congregation worshipped in people’s homes, and
between 1834 and 1841, they occupied a chapel on Richmond Street and York
Street for church services.?

In 1903, the African Baptists sold their property for $18,000.° In 1905, an
announcement was made that Crown Life Insurance would be establishing a new

building at the corner of Victoria and Queen Streets, occupying the site where the
African Baptist Church was originally located.*

After selling their property, the First Baptist Church congregation relocated to
University Avenue, where they constructed a new brick church.** In 1955, the
congregation moved west again to the intersection of Huron Street and D’arcy
Street, where it remains to this day.*?
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LOST BLACK CHURCHES IN TORONTO

AGNES STREET CHURCH
AGNES + TERAULEY STREETS

1874-1927

In 1874, the Bible Christian Church constructed a white brick building at the
northeast corner of Agnes and Terauley Streets (now Dundas Street West and Bay

Streets) for over $23,000.** The church was constructed as a result of the

northward expansion of the Ward neighbourhood.**

In 1884, the Bible Christian Church merged with the Methodist Church of Canada,
resulting in a name change for this property, and it became known as Agnes Street
Methodist Church.*®

A newspaper announcement from 1898 indicated that the Agnes Street Methodist
congregation was in need of more funds,*® and, as early as 1904, there were
intentions to merge this congregation with the Elm Street Methodist Church.”
While congregation members expressed discontent with this decision, the merger
took place in 1905 and the congregation vacated the building.*®

According to newspaper articles in 1899, this church was used by the Italian
community in the Ward, with an Italian Mission operating on the site while it
remained listed as the Agnes Street Methodist Church in newspaper articles up
until 1908.*° A photograph, dated 1907 taken from inside the Agnes Street
Methodist Church revealed a majority Black church choir, potentially indicating
the continued Black community’s connection with the church around this time.

By 1909, the building became a Yiddish theatre by the name of the “Lyric
Theatre.”?° The structure was then demolished in 1927 when Ford Hotel announced
its construction on the site.®
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LOST BLACK CHURCHES IN TORONTO

BME CHURCH

CHESTNUT STREET
1845-1988

In 1845, a small wood frame building was constructed at Sayer Street (now
Chestnut Street), south of Anges Street (now Dundas Street West) to be used as
the African Methodist Episcopal church.??> The church was initially founded in
Canada by African Methodist Episcopal (AME) missionaries who were part of the
African American population that had arrived in Canada through the Underground
Railroad.?® In 1865, the Canadian Methodist Episcopal Church separated from the
American parent church and established itself as a distinct entity.** The
congregation was known for participating in various efforts and initiatives to

protest and challenge racial discrimination and segregation.?®

In 1871, the church at Chestnut Street (formerly Sayer Street), now known as the
British Methodist Episcopal (BME) Church, replaced its wood frame structure with
a larger brick building.?®* The new building could reportedly house up to 200
occupants. A subsequent expansion occurred around 1894, enlarging the brick
building to accommodate 600 people.” The footprint for this rendition of the
church was recovered during a recent site excavation.?®

In 1952, the BME Chestnut Street congregation moved west to a new location on
Shaw Street.?® The building was occupied by the Chinese United Church from 1955
to 1988 when it was purchased and demolished.*°

The BME’s location at Shaw Street was also dismantled following a fire in 1998.%*
The BME Church moved to a new location on Eglinton Avenue West and Dufferin
Street three years after the fire, and the congregation remains there today.*
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LOST BLACK CHURCHES IN TORONTO

EARLY CHURCH +
AME MISSION HALL

EDWARD + TERAULEY STREETS
1858-C.1880 ; 1893-1927

Around 1858, a wood frame schoolhouse was used as a church for the African
Methodists.*® The building, located at the southwest corner of the intersection of
Terauley Street (now Bay Street) and Edward Street, was later repurposed by the
founders of the Elm Street Methodist Church to host their services.* The building
was later relocated in its entirety to a location further north on Terauley Street
until it was moved to King Street East.*

Between 1893 and 1894, the African Methodist Episcopals (AME) began erecting a
mission hall at the northern side of Edward Street, opposite of the former location
of the Early Church.®® In 1898, the AME advertised church services at this mission
hall in newspapers, and it was announced that the first public meeting held at this
address would take place in the same year.*’

However, sometime before 1899, the AME closed the mission hall and relinquished
the property, and in 1899, the building was converted into an Italian Mission.*®

By the 1920s, the building was advertised as an automobile garage and repair
shop.* In 1927, the Toronto Transit Commission formed the Gray Coach Lines and
acquired the location to construct a new building for the service.*
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LOST BLACK CHURCHES IN TORONTO

CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY
TRINITY SQUARE

1847- PRESENT

The Church of the Holy Trinity is included in this research process because it is the
only church from the selection that still exists at its original location today. The
church’s proximity to the Ward helps establish its importance to the immigrant
communities located within the neighbourhood. Although there are no findings to
directly connect the church to a Black community, an overview of the building's
evolution is included below for completeness.

In 1845, sisters Mary Lambert and Ellen Eliza Swale from England anonymously
donated £5,000 to Bishop John Strachan in hopes of him creating an Anglican
church in Toronto that would not charge pew fees like most others in the city.*

In 1847, the Church of the Holy Trinity was built according to the design of
architect Henry Bowyer Lane.”” Between 1868 and 1869, the architecture firm
Gundry & Langley initiated several alterations to the original structure and

designed the church’s reredos, which today remains in the church.*

In the early 1970s, the church was facing threats of demolition in favour of the
Eaton Centre’s construction.** Members of the congregation outwardly opposed
this decision and engaged in a two-year-long negotiation with Fairview Corp Ltd.,
allowing a land exchange agreement to be reached, and intentions to demolish the
church were dismissed.*

In 1977, a large fire at the old Eaton warehouse nearby reached the south side of
the church, resulting in $300,000 worth of damage dealt to the church.*® Most
notably, the fire eradicated three stained-glass windows, a portion of the roof, and
several interior ornamental details.*” While the damage was eventually repaired,
the process was one that spanned over many years.*
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